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"You forget. You forget you don't really exist here, that this isn't your home."   Since emigrating from

Bangladesh, fourteen-year-old Nadira and her family have been living in New York City on expired

visas, hoping to realize their dream of becoming legal U.S. citizens. But after 9/11, everything

changes. Suddenly being Muslim means you are dangerous -- a suspected terrorist.   When

Nadira's father is arrested and detained at the U.S.-Canadian border, Nadira and her older sister,

Aisha, are told to carry on as if everything is the same. The teachers at Flushing High don't ask any

questions, but Aisha falls apart. Nothing matters to her anymore -- not even college.   It's up to

Nadira to be the strong one and bring her family back together again.
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It's hard to be a teenager...trying to fit in with the crowd while also trying to figure out who you are

and what you want to be. But when you are seemingly invisible to the society around you, it's a lot

more complicated.High school students Nadira and Aisha are immigrants from Bangladesh. They

have lived in NewYork City since they were young children surrounded by friends and family. Their

father (Abba) has been working with a lawyer to acquire the papers to become legal, but for now the

family is living on expired visas. Their status as illegal aliens is not a problem, really, until



September 11, 2001 when everything changes! Muslims are now targets for harassment and having

proper papers is crucial to avoid deportation or even imprisonment!The family tries to flee to Canada

where they hope to receive asylum. Unfortunately, when they reach Canada, they are turned away

due to the huge numbers of people also seeking asylum. When they try to re-enter the U.S., they

are stopped. Abba is led away for questioning and Ma must stay in a Salvation Army shelter in order

to be close to him. Nadira and Aisha are sent back to New York City where they are told to stay with

an Aunt and Uncle and go to school as if nothing has happened until the situation is straightened

out.Aisha is a senior in high school and has always been the smart and pretty one. Her grades

place her in the top of her class. She is a member of the varsity debate team and she has been

nominated to be valedictorian of her class. Aisha has always been sure to fit in with those around

her. She wears the right clothes, listens to the right music and has the right friends. She is the

"star"of the family who will go to college and be someone rich and important someday.
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